
The Church of Fossati
and the Sen Piyer Priory 

A Requalification Project



2023 will mark 180 years 
since the construction of the church of Sen Piyer & 
140 years since the death of

Gaspare Fossati,
the architect who became a bridge between East 
and West, Islam and Christianity.
To commemorate him,
the Dominican Friars together with 
the Swiss Consulate of Istanbul 
wish to restore his church 
and open the affiliated priory to the public again
by transforming it into a

Library and Cultural Center
or interreligious and intercultural dialogue.



Fossati 180
1843-2023

Gaspare Fossati was born in 1809 in Morcote (Switzerland),
studied architecture at the Brera Academy of Milan and made 
his first drawings for pope Leo XII

From 1837 he worked in Istanbul
Among his works:
the Russian Embassy
the Restoration of Ayasofya

and the Church of Sen Piyer

In 1858 he returned to Morcote, where he died in 1883.



The Church of 
Sen Piyer ve Paul
Built in 1843
Gaspare Fossati took great care in desiging
architectural details and features.

It is a neo-classical church with a Ticinese touch.
It is the first consacrated Latin church build in 
Ottoman times.
It has been home to a vibrant and diverse Levantine 
community.

It is the church with the best acustics in Istanbul.



The Church and the priory are a few metres away from 
the Tower of Galata
at the centre of the historical Genoese and Levantine 
neighborhood.

Galata is now becoming the seat of an increasing 
number of art galleries, libraries, universities and 
museums... not forgetting the “Galata Port”
renovation project.

The location 
of the church



Our goals:
1. bring back to life the original project of Fossati
2. make the church “understandable” to the public

by explaining its

Restoration of 
the Church

- liturgical
- architectonical
- historical aspects

through explanation panels and an app.



Restoration of the priory
Founded in 1299, it has been used as housing for 
nuns, for friars and as a school.

It will be: 
- the seat of our cultural centre
- a library
- a guest house for scholars

Now we want to open it to the public by 
making it a place of learning and 
encounter.



DoSt-I
the Dominican Study Institute of Istanbul

Our Cultural Center

Has been active during the last 15 years 

- organizing seminars, conferences, expositions, 
and summer schools

- possesses a library with more that 35,000 books
and journals

- offers help to students and scholars researching
about interreligious dialogue

- collaborates with the Italian Cultural Institute, 
the IDEO – Cairo and many academic institutions.



Action Plan
09 | 2021 Conference on Fossati

with the Swiss and Russian Embassy
and the Universities Kadir Has and Ticino

12 | 2021 Presentation of the Restoration Project
06 | 2021 Beginning of the works on the priory
12 | 2022 Beginning of the works on the church
09 | 2023 Fossati Exposition
12 | 2023 Inauguration of the church

2025 Inauguration of the priory



Budget
Foreseen total cost of the restoration:

€ 2,560,000 (Church + Priory: 2,272 m2)

Church (598 m2): € 800,000
Priory (1674 m2): €1,760,000

Estimation by Anastasis / Arch. Adriano Prosperi in 2010

Initial costs

- Preliminary Analysis: € 40,000
- Church Renovation Project: € 20,000
- Static Analysis: € 20,000



The Priory

The Church

The Projects
from Fossati
to the future 



senpiyer.org
Please, visit our website

For any question write to
info@senpiyer.org

And consider making a donation
Thank you!


